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Abstract 
A significant part of the development of humidity measurement applications in metrology 

is carried out due to the climate change. Within this thesis metrology tools for humidity 
measurements in energy gases were developed. In addition, a new method and apparatus for 
radiosonde calibrations were developed and constructed to provide traceability to the System 
of Units (SI) and thus improve the quality of radiosonde measured humidity data. 

Metrology tools for humidity measurements of energy gases were developed by studying the 
water vapour enhancement factor for methane. A new hygrometer-based calibration method 
was developed and a set-up was assembled for calibrations of liquid microflows from syringe 
pumps. Metrological validation for the set-up including uncertainty analysis was carried out 
for flow rates from 0.1 ul min-1 to 10 ul min-1. The set-up was applied in development and 
construction of a novel apparatus to measure the enhancement factor. The apparatus was 
metrologically validated by air and methane measurements for pressures up to 6 MPa and 
dew/frost-point temperatures from -50 °C to +15 °C. Utilising this apparatus, new experimental 
enhancement factor data was measured. Along with literature data on equilibrium states of 
water vapour in methane, new literature-based enhancement factors were calculated. The 
experimental and the calculated data were combined and an equation expressed as a function 
of pressure and dew-pointe temperature was fitted to the data. The equation covers dew/frost-
point temperature range from -23 °C to +20 °C and pressures below 7 MPa and its expanded 
uncertainty (k = 2) is 0.23 in the whole range. 

Radiosondes operate over a wide range of humidity, temperature and pressure values and 
thus their calibrations should also cover these conditions. However, calibrations performed 
with traditional methods at cold temperatures and low humidity require a lot of time and 
therefore a customized apparatus was developed and constructed. The new apparatus enables 
significantly shorter calibration times within the temperature range from -80 °C to +20 °C and 
the dew/frost-point temperature range between -90 °C and +10 °C. The apparatus fulfils the 
requirements set by Global Climate Observing System (GCOS) and its GCOS Reference Upper- 
Air Network (GRUAN). 
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Merkittävä osa metrologisten kosteusmittaussovellusten kehitystyöstä on tehty 

ilmastonmuutoksen takia. Tässä työssä kehitettiin metrologisia keinoja energiakaasujen 
kosteusmittausten parantamiseksi. Lisäksi työssä kehitettiin uusi kalibrointimenetelmä, jonka 
pohjalta rakennettiin laitteisto radiosondien jäljitettävään kalibrointiin. Tätä kautta 
radiosondeilla mitattujen kosteuslukemien laatua pystytään parantamaan. 

Metrologisia keinoja energiakaasujen kosteusmittausten parantamiseksi kehitettiin 
tutkimalla metaani-vesihöyryseoksen korjauskerrointa. Uusi kosteusmittaukseen pohjautuva 
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1. Introduction

1.1 Background

First humidity measurements of air were carried out in ancient China more
than 2000 years ago [1]. Since that, developments of measuring humidity
accelerated from 15th century leading to a gravimeter type hygrometer
designed by Leonardo Da Vinci in the end of the century [2]. Advances on
absolute humidity measurements continued and in the end of the 17th

century a dew-point meter based on condensing water vapour by ice cooling
was constructed [3]. Steps eventually leading to understanding the concept
of relative humidity were taken in the end of the 18th century when the first
hygrometers using hair were constructed [1], [3]. L.W. Gilbert determined in
1803 that the relative humidity is a ratio of present water vapour and
maximum water vapour at the same temperature [1].

Prior to innovations leading to electronic hygrometers mechanical
hygrometers based on hair stretching were used. Also psychrometers were
and are still widely used [4]. The first electronic humidity sensor, and also
the first radiosonde - or radio sounding device as known at the time - was
developed in Finland in 1934 by Prof. Vilho Väisälä [5]. Shortly after the first
radiosonde in 1938 Dr. Dunnmore invented the so called Dunmore Cell, a
resistive hygrometer measuring relative humidity [1]. After the Second
World War sensor technology developed rapidly and numerous new and
more advanced sensors were brought into markets. Also new methods to
measure humidity e.g. by chilled mirror dew-point meters and optical
hygrometers were developed by the end of the 20th century.

In Finland awareness in importance of accurate humidity measurements
was growing along with the growth of Vaisala Oyj. To meet the needs of
industry for ensuring reliability of humidity measurements the work for
developing a national humidity standard was initiated at Technical
Inspection Centre at the beginning of the year 1991 and continued in the
Centre for Metrology and Accreditation established 1st June 1991. The first
primary standard of humidity was taken into use in customer calibrations in
1993 after completing two international comparisons [6], [7], [8]. Since the
first dew-point generator was launched and traceability to International
System of Units (SI) was established the research on humidity standards at
MIKES has been focused on extending the operation and application ranges
as well as improving methods to compare humidity standards to each other
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according to identified customer needs in Finland. As a result, a new dew-
point generator was designed and constructed with a wider measurement
range [9], uncertainty sources were studied e.g. in [10] and [11] and more
challenging measurement conditions studied e.g. for calibrations of sensors
sent to planet Mars [12].

Globally one of the most significant driving forces in development of
humidity measurements is the climate change due to a significant
contribution of water vapour to the global warming [13], [14], [15]. Studies
concerning the climate change need improved quality of humidity
measurements [16] and thus new humidity sensors and calibration methods
for them are developed.

To slow down the climate change EU has set EU2020 goals to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions and to increase usage of biofuels [17]. To underpin
the goals MIKES has put effort on metrology research related to production
and distribution of biofuels. In particular, metrology tools for humidity
measurements in energy gases have been developed to fulfil the needs of
increasing use of various gas sources. High water vapour concentration in
biogas not only decreases the power output but may also cause a safety risk
via increased corrosion and even plugs caused by condensation of water
vapour [18].

1.2 Outline of the thesis

The natural gas grid pressure is usually significantly above atmospheric
pressure e.g. in Finland the grid pressure varies between 1.6 MPa and 5.4
MPa [19]. In order to measure humidity and to enable SI traceable unit
conversions, the water vapour enhancement factor with a known uncertainty
is needed to correct non-ideality effects of the humid gas. The water vapour
enhancement factor is well-known for air [20], [21] but for methane the
available data is insufficient.

To determine experimentally the enhancement factor a new high pressure
humidity generator was designed. A key unit in the generator is a gas-water
mixer in which water – supplied by a syringe pump - is evaporated to a
carrier gas. As there was no calibration method available for the syringe
pump in the flow rate range down to 0.1 μl min-1 a new calibration method
was needed for obtaining the SI traceability. Therefore a new calibration
method and apparatus based on humidity measurement was developed,
constructed and metrologically validated [Publ. I]. In the new calibration
apparatus, water supplied by a syringe pump under calibration is evaporated
to air flow and the dew-point temperatures before and after the water
evaporation are measured. The water mass flow rate is calculated from the
dew-point temperature difference and mass flow rate of air. As a part of the
SI traceability a metrological uncertainty analysis was carried out in [Publ.
I].

The new high pressure humidity generator was constructed based on water
injection from the syringe pump for the enhancement factor studies
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[Publ. II]. Three key parts of the measurement set-up are control of the dry
gas, gas-water mixer and determination of dew-point temperature in a gas at
pressures up to 6 MPa. The first two were developed already in [Publ. I] and
the third one was designed by utilizing a cooled coil dew-point indication
(CCDI) method [22]. The CCDI bases on an idea to determine the dew-point
temperature by cooling the flowing gas in a coil until water vapour starts to
condensate. The condensation is detected as a drop in dew-point
temperature readings of a hygrometer connected to the outlet of the coil. At
this momemnt the dew-point temperature equals to coil temperature. Prior
to the measurements with methane the set-up was used for measuring the
water vapour enhancement factor in air. The achieved results were found
consistent with the values obtained from [20] and [21]. During the methane
measurements the set-up was developed further by introducing a steel
nozzle-like mixer for water spraying to enhance evaporation in the mixer.
The new part enabled better repeatability and more stable evaporation. The
new enhancement factor data is reported along with thorough uncertainty
analysis in [Publ. II].

New data on the water vapour enhancement factor in pure methane was
obtained by experiments with the developed setup and by calculating from
the literature data available for methane–water equilibrium. Suitable sources
enabling to calculate the enhancement factor were found, but they lack
uncertainty analysis [23], [24], [25], [26], [27], [28]. Combining the
experimental data and the calculated data from the literature it was possible
to derive a new equation for humid methane enhancement factor values as a
function of pressure and dew-point temperature. Also the uncertainty of the
equation was estimated on the basis of uncertainty estimations for the
experimental data and data analysis for the literature data [29]. [Publ. III]

Radiosondes used for high altitude humidity measurements operate at
rapidly varying conditions covering a wide humidity, temperature and
pressure range. Thus their traceable calibration is a challenging task.
Additionally, a radiosonde is a disposable device, and thus the calibration
must be as inexpensive as possibly, i.e. the duration of the calibration should
be minimized to enable greater volume of calibrations. In this work a
customized method for radiosonde calibration was developed [Publ. IV] and
a new apparatus was designed and constructed [Publ. V]. With the new
apparatus a calibration of a radisonde takes a significantly shorter time than
achievable with humidity generators developed so far. The new calibration
set-up enables calibrations within uncertainty requirements set by Global
Climate Observing System (GCOS) and its GCOS Reference upper-air
network (GRUAN) [30], [31], [Publ. IV]. Additionally, humidity generator of
the apparatus has been applied in similar measurements as reported in [12]
– i.e. the new apparatus enables testing sensors response times, behaviour in
freezing environments and dynamic measurements in changing
measurement conditions – providing more purposes of use to the apparatus
[Publ. V].
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1.3 Objectives of the thesis

Main objectives of the thesis are
1. to develop a new calibration method to syringe pumps and to achieve

SI traceability on micro scale water flows
2. to develop an apparatus for traceable measurements of water vapour

enhancement factor leading eventually to new enhancement factor data
for different humid gases

3. to derive an equation along with uncertainty for water vapour
enhancement factor in methane as a function of pressure and
temperature

4. to develop a new calibration method for radiosondes enabling feasible
calibrations of radiosondes within the uncertainty requirements set by
GRUAN.

1.4 Scientific contribution

This thesis contains the following new scientific results:
1. Applying a new porous cloth water evaporator a novel hygrometer-

based calibration method was developed and realised in a set-up
constructed for syringe pump calibrations.

2. A new apparatus was developed for humid gases enhancement factor
studies. The apparatus is capable to operate at pressures up to 6 MPa
and thus applicable e.g. natural gas in the complete range of typical
grid pressure.

3. New experimental data on the water vapour enhancement factor in
methane were obtained and a new equation for the enhancement
factor was derived. This equation is the first one published with
appropriate uncertainty information enabling SI traceable two-
pressure humidity measurements and unit conversions in methane.

4. A new method for calibrating radionsondes in the full temperature
range of operation in a feasible time was developed. Applying this
method, an apparatus was constructed to provide traceable
calibrations for radiosondes within the uncertainty requirements set
by GRUAN. The apparatus enables significantly shorter calibration
durations than achievable with traditional humidity generators in the
temperature range down to -80 °C.
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2. Metrology in humidity measurements

2.1 Humidity

Humidity is a qualitative concept referring to the presence of water vapour
in a gas. It is quantified with various physical quantities such as mixing ratio
r, amount fraction xw, water vapour pressure ew, dew-point temperature Td

and relative humidity. The mixing ratio is the ratio between masses of water
vapourmw and dry gasmg in a sample as shown in Equation (1):= (1)

The amount fraction of water vapour in humid air is the amount (in moles)
of water vapour nw divided by the total amount of gas components nw+ng in a
gas sample. It can be expressed using r in Equation (1) with the molar
masses of dry gas (Mg) and water vapour (Mw) in the following way:= = . (2)

The molar masses can be obtained from the literature e.g. from [32].
According to the Dalton’s law partial pressure of water vapour in a gas
mixture equals to the amount fraction of water vapour multiplyed by the
total pressure p of a gas mixture. However, Dalton’s law is valid only for ideal
gases and thus a water vapour enhancement factor f is introduced:

= (3)

For humid air the enhancement factor can be calculated e.g. according to
Hardy [20].

In order to convert water vapour pressure to dew-point temperature or to
relative humidity an equation for saturation water vapour pressure ews is
needed. The metrological community often uses equations by Hyland and
Wexler [33] or Sonntag [34] due to their applicability to a wide temperature
range. Other equations often used are e.g. Magnus’, World Meteorological
Organization’s (WMO) and IAPWS’ equations [34], [4], [35]. With the
knowledge of saturation water vapour pressure the relative humidity can be
calculated as
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= ( , ) ( )( , ) ( ) 100 % = ( , ) ( ) 100 %rh. (4)

When carrying out humidity calculations it is important to be aware of
whether the saturation water vapour pressure is with respect to water or ice.
Typically within metrological community at temperatures below 0 °C the
saturation pressure is expressed with respect to ice as they are expressed
throughout this thesis. However, for example in meteorology relative
humidity is defined with respect to water at all temperatures [4].

2.2 Traceability in humidity measurements

Most of the work presented in this thesis aims at SI traceable
measurements. Metrological traceability is defined as

property of a measurement result whereby the result can be related to a
reference through a documented unbroken chain of calibrations, each
contributing to the measurement uncertainty [36].

Traceability is disseminated to a hygrometer by an unbroken chain of
calibrations. Usually a measurement unit is realized according to definition
of the quantity at a National Metrological Institute (NMI), such as VTT -
MIKES Metrology. With a primary standard used in the realization the NMI
carries out calibrations for the most accurate hygrometers, typically chilled
mirror hygrometers. These are then used as reference standards in
calibrations for other humidity sensors.  Each step in the traceability chain
increases the calibration uncertainty and thus humidity generators with
smaller uncertainty compared to the refence hygrometers are also used in
calibrations of less accurate humidity sensors.

Typically the primary realisations of humidity at NMIs are carried out in
terms of dew-point temperature. The dew-point temperature is relatively
easy to realize, because a single apparatus can be used for a wide
measurement range at small uncertainty. Dew-point temperature means
humidity at a temperature where a carrier gas, typically air or nitrogen, is in
equilibrium with liquid water. The first humidity standard at MIKES is
known as the MIKES Primary Dew-point generator (MPDG). The MPDG as
well as its follower the MIKES Dew/Frost-point Generator (MDFG) operate
at one-pressure principle meaning that the generated dew-point temperature
is controlled by saturator temperature alone. As for any primary unit
realisation, the traceability to SI of these generators was ensured by careful
design and metrological validation of the generator, by SI traceable
calibrations of measurement instruments attached to it and by international
comparison [6]. [9], [37], [38].
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2.3 Measurement uncertainty

According to the definition by the International Vocabulary of Metrology
(VIM) the measurement uncertainty is [36]

a non-negative parameter characterizing the dispersion of the quantity
values being attributed to a measurand, based on the information used.

A complete measurement result includes an estimate and an uncertainty of
the estimate. A widely used method to estimate the uncertainty is to follow
the Guide to the Expression of Uncertainty in Measurement (GUM) [39]. A
number of guides derived from it have been published by various
associations, e.g. EA-4/02 by European co-operation for Accreditation (EA)
[40] or corresponding guide in America published by American Associaton
for Laboratory Accreditation [41]. Throughout this thesis uncertainties are
estimated according to the GUM.

An estimate of the result y is expressed as a function of input estimates
x1, x2, …, xN = ( , , … , ) . (5)

Because every input estimate has an uncertainty u1, u2, …, uN, the
uncertainty of the result u(y) can be expressed

( ) = ( , , … , ). (6)

How the Equation (6) is actually applied depends on uncertainty sources.
In the uncertainty calculations presented in this thesis the sources are
assumed to be independent. Thus, the combined standard uncertainty uc is
calculated

( ) = ( ) . (7)

The standard uncertainty covers in the case of normally distributed results
about 68 %. The coverage is often extended with an expanded uncertainty,
which is calculated by multiplying the standard uncertainty with a coverage
factor k. Most often the expanded uncertainty is given with k = 2 providing
approximately 95 % level of confidence. More rarely k = 3 is used to achieve
about 99 % level of confidence.
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3. New data on the water vapour
enhancement factor

3.1 Determination of the enhancement factor

Formulae for the water vapour enhancement factor are often semi-
empirical, i.e. it has not been directly measured but derived by a theoretical
approach from experimental thermodynamic data e.g. by Luijten et al. [21],
Greenspan [42] and Hyland [43]. There are also measured data on water
vapour enhancement factors e.g. by Wylie and Fisher [44], and Meyer and
Harvey [45]. However, such data is lacking for methane.

Within this thesis a new approach is presented to determine the
enhancement factor. The water vapour enhancement factor can be expressed
as a function of pressure and dew-point temperature derived from Equation
(3): ( , ) = ( ). (8)

In order to use Equation (8) the water vapour amount fraction in a gas
need to be generated and the dew-point temperature determined. At the time
of measurements there was no commercially available high accuracy
hygrometer for 6 MPa methane. Hence, the CCDI method was applied in
determination of the dew-point temperature. The SI traceable water vapour
amount fraction was generated by evaporating water from a calibrated
syringe pump to dry gas.

3.2 Traceable water vapour generation

By applying Equations (1) and (2) the water vapour amount fraction for a
known gas mixture can be calculated from the mass flow rates of water
vapour and the main gas (air or methane in this thesis). Traceability to the
gas flow rate is established by a calibrated mass flow controller but
controlling and determining the mass flow rate of pure water vapour at the
required level and with the required accuracy is not straight forward.
Therefore, water was injected in liquid form into the system and evaporated
to dry main gas enabling to establish the traceability by calibrating the
syringe pump. For the purpose, a new calibration method and setup was
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The apparatus was characterized by carrying out measurements with air
and by comparing the measured enhancement factor values with the
literature values [20], [21]. The agreement with the literature data was well
within the estimated uncertainties. Thus, it was concluded that the apparatus
provides metrologically sound data for the water vapour enhancement factor.

After air measurements the porous cloth in the water vapour-gas mixer was
replaced by a nozzle-like steel mixer. This was done to reduce instabilities in
water evaporation due to imperfect assembly of the porous cloth.
Additionally, the porous cloth could easily be contaminated leading to a
random evaporation rate [53].

In case of methane the metrological validation of the system was more
complicated due to lacking data on the water vapour enhancement factor for
methane. There are, however, data in the literature on the equilibrium
pressure of water vapour in methane [23], [24], [25], [26], [27], [54]. Using
these data, i.e. equilibrium temperatures, pressures and corresponding water
vapour amount fractions, it was possible to calculate the enhancement factor
values. Measured experimental results were compared with the data
calculated from the literature data and found consistent as reported in [Publ.
II].

An appropriate uncertainty analysis is vital for obtaining metrologically
sound results. To provide enhancement factor data with well characterised
uncertainty information an uncertainty analysis was carried out as presented
in [Publ. II]. The expanded uncertainty (k=2) for the validation data and the
apparatus is in the case of air 3.6 % and in the case of methane 9.0 %.

3.4 Equation for the water vapour enhancement factor of
methane

Practical usage of the enhancement factor requires an equation simple
enough as a function of pressure and temperature. Additionally, it should
cover typical grid pressures and humidity levels in methane and natural gas.
Experimental data was obtained up to 6 MPa and the literature data up to 7
MPa, while the dew-point temperature ranges were from the hydrate
forming temperature (approximately -20 °C) to 20 °C and from -25 °C to
35 °C, respectively. Most of the literature values are for pressures and
humidity levels that are typically beyond the conditions of the European
natural gas grid, which decreased the amount of usable data for the equation.
In order to have a balanced amount of experimental and literature-based
data the new equation was limited to pressures below 7 MPa and the dew-
point temperatures between -23 °C and 20 °C.

The objective in developing the new equation was to find a simple model to
be fitted to the experimental and the calculated data. However, the equation
needs to take into account the intermolecular interaction of water vapor and
methane, the Poynting effect (change of the water vapor pressure) and the
Raoult effect (dissolving of water and methane) [55]. By taking these into
account a suitable form of the equation was considered to include two virial
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coefficients. Therefore, a form presented by Heinonen for air enhancement
factor was chosen [56]. By applying this form to the data of water vapour
enhancement factor for methane, a two-variable equation could be expressed
as ( , ) = ( ) + ( ) . (10)

Variables Af and Bf in equation (10) are

A ( ) = , (11)

B ( ) = . (12)

Coefficients ai and bi for Equations (11) and (12) are listed in Table 1. The
numerical values of the coefficients were calculated with the DataFit
software. Prior to calculating the coefficients all the data points were
analysed in order to exclude possible outliers predicted by Reshadi et al. [24].
The final data excluded six out of 155 data point because of too large
deviation. The excluded data points included both experimental and
literature data and they are all shown in [Publ. III].

Table 1. Coefficients for equations 12 and 13.
a0 = -40.90425 bo = 4.38544 × 10-6 Pa-1

a1 = 0.42372 K-1 b1 = -3.19109 × 10-8 K-1 Pa-1

a2 = -1.39620 × 10-3 K-2 b2 = 5.84952 × 10-11 K-2 Pa-1

a3 = 1.49431 × 10-6 K-3

Fitting of the equation to the data and evaluation of its uncertainty are
presented in details in [Publ. III]. The quality of fitting is illustrated by
Figure 6.
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Figure 6. Methane enhancement factor according to the derived equation. Points in the figure

are values of input data used in deriving the equation.

Estimated expanded uncertainty (k = 2) of the derived equation is 0.23
covering the whole ranges of pressure and temperature. The uncertainty
corresponds with relative expanded uncertainty from 15 % to 25 %.

The new measurement apparatus and water vapour enhancement factor
data for methane are a significant step towards more precise humidity
measurements in energy gases. In areas and applications where the methane
content of energy gas is high, e.g. natural gas grid in Finland, the new
equation can be applied to improve the humidity measurement data. The
research is continuing with different gas compositions that are more close to
biogases [57]. By the future steps it will be possible to derive an equation for
the water vapour enhancement factor as a function of temperature, pressure
and gas composition along with reduced uncertainty. Hence, the applicability
of the equation is possible to spread from natural gas to all methane-based
energy gases. This enables deeper optimization of processes, e.g. to minimize
unnecessary gas drying, which in turn improves the energy efficiency. It is
also of interest for commerce to obtain more precise humidity measurements
as water vapour content correlates with heating value of an energy gas.
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4. Novel humidity calibration apparatus
for radiosondes

4.1 Humidity calibration of a radiosonde

Carrying out a humidity calibration for a radiosonde in upper-air
conditions, i.e. at frost-point temperatures approximately below -60 °C, is a
challenging task. There are different kinds of humidity standards applicable
to these conditions e.g. low temperature dew-point generators and diffusion
tube generators [9], [58], [59], [60]. A common weakness to all of these is
slowness in operation. The slowness is often due to the time needed to
stabilize the calibration system after changing a set-point to another. The
more tubing is used between the standard and a device under calibration
(DUC) the longer is the stabilization time. Additionally, a measurement
chamber, required in radiosonde calibration, causes even longer stabilization
time.  These effects are due to adsorption/desorption on internal surfaces of
the calibration set-up.

Along with growing awareness of climate change, requirements for the high
quality upper-air measurements increase. As a response GCOS launched
GRUAN to provide SI traceable data with a minimum uncertainty. Water
vapour was chosen as one of the key measurands by the GRUAN. The
humidity sensors used in GRUAN should be calibrated for dew-point
temperatures down to -90 °C at temperatures down to -80 °C. The
calibration uncertainty should be less than 2 % in terms of mixing ratio. [31]

The work presented in [Publ. IV] describes a novel calibration method
designed for radiosonde calibrations within the uncertainty requirements of
GRUAN. In [Publ. V], a new calibration apparatus constructed based on the
method is reported along with its characterization. This apparatus is the first
one in the metrology institutes throughout the world designed for
disseminating SI traceability to radiosondes. It provides for the first time a
reference for radiosonde measurements with an uncertainty fulfilling the
GRUAN requirements. The calibration times achieved with the system are
significantly shorter than achievable with a traditional dew-point generator
and a measurement chamber. The new apparatus can also be applied as a
primary dew-point generator. By improved temperature control and
measurements the uncertainty of the generated dew-point temperature is
less compared to the MDFG, although the operation principle is the same.



N

4.

c
c
w
b
h
c

c
m
d
s
m
n
G
f
a
f

i
d
V
h

F

l

Nov

2

A
cali
con
wh
bet
hum
car

In
cha
min
dire
sys
min
new
Gen
flow
and
foll

V
ind
dia
V].
hum

Figu

T
loca

vel h

D

A ca
ibra

ndit
ole

twe
mid
rryi
n o
ang
nim
ect
tem
nim
w c
ner
ws 
d h
low

Vari
dent
agra

In
mid

ure

To m
ate

hum

Des

alib
atio
tion

e ra
een 
dity
ng 
rde

ges 
mum

ly p
m.
mise
cali
rato
thr

hum
wing

iabl
tify

am 
n th
dity

7. B

min
ed i

midity

sign

brat
on 
ns, 
ang

a 
y va
ou

er t
in 

m.
pro
W

ed.
ibra
or (
rou
mid
g eq

le
y th
of 

his 
y le

Bloc

nim
n t

y ca

n p

tion
co
th

ge o
lau

arie
t th

to m
the
Th

opo
With

Ad
atio
(HH
ugh
dity
qua

s
he
the
ver

evel

ck d

mize
the 

alibr

prin

n o
ndi
e c
of 
unc
es s
he h
min
e se
he 
otio
 ca

ddit
on
HG

tw
y co
atio

=
sta
ind
e co
rsio
l in

diag

e th
sam

ratio

nci

of a
itio

calib
the

chin
sign
hum
nim
et-p
net

onal
are
tion
ap

G) p
wo i
ont

on:

nds
dep
ons
on,
ste

ram

he 
me

on a

iple

a de
ons
bra
e m
ng
nifi
mid

mize
poin
t ef
l to

eful
nal

ppar
prin
ind
ten

s f
pend
stru
 ho

ead 

m of 

ad
e liq

appa

es 

evi
. H

atio
mea

lo
ican
dity
e th
nt i
ffec

o th
l m
lly, 
ratu

ncip
dep
nt o

for
den
ucte
owe
of 

the

dsor
qui

arat

fo

ce 
How
on s
asu
cat
ntly
y ca
he d
it is
ct 
he
mec

to 
us 

ple
end
of 

th
nt g
ed c
eve
a lo

con

rpti
d b

us f

r th

est
wev
sho
rem

tion
y. T
alib
dur
s vi
of 
int

cha
mi
wa
pre

den
the

he
gen
cal

er, 
ow 

nstr

ion
bath

for r

he 

tab
ver,
ould
men
n a
The
brat
rati
ital
wa

tern
anic
inim
as 
ese
ntly
e o

+
ma

nera
ibr
a g
tem

ructe

n/de
h w

radio

ca

lish
, if 
d b
nt 
and
ese 
tion
on 
l to
ater
nal 
cal 
mis
des

ente
y op
outl

+
ass 
ato

ratio
gett
mpe

ed r

eso
with

oso

alib

hes
f th
be c

con
d up

effe
n at

of 
o re
r v
su
de

se t
sign
ed b
per
let 

flo
ors 
on 
ter 
era

radio

orpt
h th

onde

bra

s tr
he d
carr
ndi
ppe
ect
t re
a s

educ
vapo
rfa
esig
the
ned
by
rate

ga

ow
of 
app
dry

atur

oso

tion
he m

es

tio

race
dev
ried
itio
er-a
s ca

eal c
sing
ce
our
ce 
gn

du
d t
Me

ed d
as m

ra
the
par
yer
re d

nde

n e
me

on a

eab
vice
d o
ns.
air,
an 
con
gle 
ads
r a
are
of

urat
o o

eyer
dew
mix

ate 
e a
ratu
r is
dew

e ca

effe
asu

app

bilit
e is
out 
. In
, p
be 

ndit
cal

sor
adsr
ea a
f th
tion
ope
r et
w-p
xtu

an
app
us i

s us
w-p

alibra

ects
ure

pa

ty t
s u
at 

n th
pres

tak
tion
libr

rpti
rop
and
he 
n o
erat
t al

poin
ure 

nd 
ara
is s
sed

poin

atio

s a 
me

rat

to t
sed
con
he
ssu
ken
ns.
rati
on/

ptio
d th

ap
of a
te 
l. in
nt g

is 

su
atus
sho
d fo
nt g

n ap

de
ent 

tus

the
d in
ndi
ca

re, 
n on

ion
/de

on
he 
ppa

se
in 

n [6
gen

ca

bsc
s [P

own
or g
gene

ppa

ew-
ch

s

e de
n v
itio

ase 
te

nly 

n an
esor
and
gas

arat
t-p
Hy

61]
nera
alcu

crip
Pub

n in
gen
era

aratu

poi
am

evic
vary
ons

of 
emp

int

nd t
rpt
d d
s v
tus

poin
ybr
: tw
ato
ulat

pts 
bl. 

n Fi
nera
ator

us.

int
mber

ce 
ying
cov
ra

per
to a

to o
tion
des
olu

th
nt c
rid 
wo 
ors
ted 

(1

G
IV]

igur
atin
r.

ge
r. H

at 
g a
ver

adio
ratu
acco

obt
n ef
orp

ume
hes
cha

Hu
con
are

w

13)

1 a
]. A
re 7

ng t

ener
Hen

spe
amb
ring
oso
ure 
oun

tain
ffec
ptio
e o
e 

ange
um
ntro
e m

with

and
A B
7 [P
the

rat
nce

2

ecif
bie
g th

ond
an

nt b

n fa
cts
on
f th
we
e th

midi
olle

mixe
h th

d G
Bloc
Pub
e lo

tor
e, th

28

fic
nt
he

des
nd
by

ast
to
is

he
ere
he
ity
ed
ed
he

G2
ck
bl.
ow

is
he



Novel humidity calibration apparatus for radiosondes

29

flow path prior to the measurement chamber is only about 5 cm instead of at
least one meter tubing out from the bath comparing to traditional set-ups.
Another significant feature in the apparatus is the careful design of the
measurement chamber to obtain a short time of stabilization. A detailed
description of the measurement chamber is presented with the results of its
characterization by simulations and experiments by Lakka et al. in [62].

The close assembly of the generator and the chamber made easier and
faster to control calibration humidity and temperature enabling smooth
usage of the apparatus even at above 90 %rh without condensation
problems. However, with the integrated dew-point generator and
measurement chamber a pressure reducer is required to prevent condension
between the generator and the measurement chamber.

4.3 Metrological validation of the new calibration apparatus

In this work the first version of the calibration apparatus for radiosondes
was constructed applying the principle of operation described above and
introduced in details in [Publ. IV]. The constructed apparatus is presented in
details in [Publ. V]. The main parts of the system– i.e. flow control and pre-
saturator, getter dryer, dry air heat exchanger, saturator of the dew-point
generator and measurement chamber - are shown in Figures 8, 9 and 10.

The apparatus operates at atmospheric pressure and generates calibration
conditions for a radiosonde within the temperature range from    -80 °C to
+20 °C and the dew/frost-point temperature range between -90 °C and +10
°C.

The calibration set-up was thoroughly characterized by investigating the
performance of the dew-point generator, the dry air supply, the flow control
along with the stabilization times, the measurement chamber and the
pressure measurements. Eventually, the operation of the complete apparatus
was investigated by carrying out test calibrations for radiosondes. The
obtained results are presented and analysed in details in [Publ. V].

Figure 8. The flow control, the pre-saturator and the getter dryer. The MFCs controlling the air

flows are located in the middle, the getter on the right and the pre-saturator on the left.

Pre-saturator

Getter dryer

Mass Flow
Controllers

Air inlet
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Figure 9. Pre-saturated air reaches full saturation with respect to ice or water in the saturator

(bottom part) prior to mixing with dry air (supplied through the upper heat exchanger coil) and

flowing to the measurement chamber (bottom part on the top of the picture).

Figure 10. Measurement chamber. The sensor of a radiosonde under calibration is located in

the thinner part (external diameter about 15 mm) of the chamber while the larger part is for

the radiosonde electronics.

As shown in [Publ. IV] the combined standard uncertainty of the water
vapour mixing ratio in the measurement chamber is about 1 % depending on
the flow rates and the temperature. At best the the standard uncertainty of
0.7 % is achieved when all air flows through the generator [Publ. V]. When
all air flows through the getter, however, the standard uncertainty increases
to almost 5 %. This represents the worst case for the constructed apparatus.

Electronics of a radiosonde

Sensor of a radiosonde

Inlet of pre-saturated air

Inlet of dry air

Dry air heat exchanger

Saturator

Measurement chamber

Mixing
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According to the metrological validation the standard uncertainty of the
dew-point generator being a part of the apparatus is 0.015 °C [Publ. V].
When connecting the generator to an external dew-point hygrometer or
measurement chamber, the achievable uncertainty is somewhat larger due to
the pressure drop and adsorption/desorption effects in the connection line.
However, the uncertainty is in any case significantly smaller than the
uncertainty assigned to the MDFG (0.1 °C at -80 °C) because of the smaller
temperature deviation in the saturator bath and more stable temperature
sensors.

Calibration with the new apparatus is significantly faster in operation
compared to e.g. similar calibration with the MIKES Relative Humidity
Generator (MRHG) consisting of the MDFG and a measurement chamber
located in a climatic chamber. With the MRHG a calibration at a single
temperature would last at least a week while the new apparatus is capable to
carry out the calibration within few days. The performance of the apparatus
has well been demonstrated in automated radiosonde calibration
measurements.

When connecting the dew-point generator of the developed apparatus to
an appropriate test chamber, freezing tests for humidity sensors are possible
in order to characterize the behaviour of a sensor rapidly covered by ice.
Also, tests with continuously changing conditions can be carried out with
this set-up. These tests have already been applied in Mars sensor tests
(similar with [12]). In the future, the applicability of the set-up to
calibrations of various types of humidity sensors will be improved by
developing the measurement chamber geometry further. Also, the
development of the apparatus will continue to cover air pressures down to 7
hPa (abs.) and to improve the achievable uncertainty with the lowest dew-
point temperature by introducing a low-temperature dew/frost-point
generator [63]. This generator will provide significantly more stable dew-
point temperature than the getter at the low end of the operation range.
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5. Conclusion

The research carried out in this thesis provides new methods for humidity
measurements and calibrations. It also provides internationally valuable
input to microflow measurements.

A new method and an apparatus to carry out SI traceable calibrations for
syringe pumps were developed and constructed [Publ. I]. This new
hygrometer-based calibration method has no evaporation related systematic
errors that are problematic in gravimetric approaches. Introducing a
different measurement principle, the method provides important input to
international microflow comparisons.

A novel method for measuring water vapour enhancement factor was
developed and constructed by combining gas-water vapour mixing based on
the same method as applied in the syringe pump calibration with the CCDI
dew-point temperature determination in a closed gas circulation set-up.  The
constructed apparatus operates in the pressure range up to 6 MPa and at
dew-point temperatures from -50 °C to 15 °C [Publ. II].

Using the new experimental data obtained with the apparatus and the
results of calculations on the basis of thermodynamic literature data an
equation for the enhancement factor of water vapour in methane was derived
[Publ. III]. The equation is valid for pressures up to 7 MPa and in the
temperature range from -20 °C to 20 °C.

A new method and apparatus for radiosonde calibration were developed
[Publ. IV] and constructed [Publ. V]. The apparatus operates at dew-point
temperatures from -90 °C to 10 °C and temperatures from -80 °C to 20 °C. It
was shown that the requirements set by GRUAN can be fulfilled by applying
the developed method. With the constructed apparatus the calibration
uncertainty was in agreement with the target uncertainty of 2 % (in terms of
mixing ratio) in most of the operating range. At the lowest temperatures,
however, the achievable uncertainty is larger and therefore a new low frost-
point temperature generator is being developed to replace the getter dryer in
the system. It was demonstrated that the calibration time with the new
apparatus is significantly shorter than achievable with existing primary
humidity generators.
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